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Notice the following literary markers that reveal Paul’s chiastic structure in Romans 5-8. (1) The first and last sections (A Secure Hope) use words and themes not found in
the middle sections. (2) The second and second to last sections each set up a contrasting pair (Adam - Jesus and Flesh - Spirit). The two sections are also linked by ending
the first with “no condemnation” and beginning the second with “no condemnation.” In Romans 5-8, the word condemnation is only found in these two places. (3) Each
major section ends with a reference to Jesus (except for the central section of 7:1-6). (4) There is a similar rhetorical pattern of question and answer in the middle sections,
raising two questions that help develop grace and two questions that help develop law. (5) Paul barely refers to the Holy Spirit in Romans 1-6, waiting until after he has
established justification by faith and has brought us to the New Way of the Spirit in the central section. In the second half of Romans 5-8, the Holy Spirit is a major subject.




